Damascus Road Community Life

Welcome to the Damascus Road Community. We are encouraging and empowering
people to connect in relational small groups that are as diverse as people’s interests and
affinities. We love to sponsor the space where you can be known and find friendship in
the company of common conversation, fun experiences, and meaningful discussion.

We understand that our deepest desire is to be seen, to be heard, to be known and
affirmed in unconditional love. God the Father offers us this perfectly and intimately in
Christ Jesus by His Spirit, and fits us together as individual blocks of various shapes and
sizes, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, to be a holy temple, a dwelling place for God
in the Spirit. He gives us the privilege of being one Body in one Spirit with one purpose,
becoming unified in our faith as we grow in knowing who Jesus is, becoming mature,
exploring the deep dimensions of the fullness of Christ.

We, the Church, are to grow up together into Him who is the head, to be a Body held
together by the proper working of what every individual brings to make meaningful
connections with others, encouraging one another in the bond of friendship and love. The
Father has brought us home to Himself in Jesus and to one another, adopted us as
children, and invites us to live in the intimate fellowship of family.

Now, that sounds grand and ideal, and awakens all sorts of cynicism from past failures
and our own frailty, but let’s take it for a spin around fires in living rooms and backyards,
conversations in cafés and bars, porch and park parties, road trips and biker bashes,
concerts and Farmer’s Market brunches, art openings and studio time, family fun days
and mom’s with toddlers teas, baseball under the lights, football in the fields, skating at
Olbrich, ...you get the point. From prayer and instruction to laughter and shared life, let’s
let friendship lead us into a quality of life with God and one another.



Groups

Each group will have a description, a contact person with info, location, dates, time and
mtg. frequency. All group descriptions will be sent to the DR Core Team for approval
before posting. DR Core Team reserves the right to edit language and any other copy
content. They write, we post. The small group leaders have access to adjust calendars but
not content.

Groups we would love to see grow up around the shape of God’s grace in quality
people leading and hosting a welcoming place for others are:

Homes: Who do you love? Invite them into the hospitable warmth of your home, give a
gracious welcome and invite them into a place of belonging. Share a meal and your
stories, give the gift of being heard through generous listening and personal prayer. This
is where the pastoral and prophetic graces are best shared. Mature fathers and mothers,
big hearted friends, this is your stuff, this is your time, your season to embrace the
orphaned and lost, the lonely and frightened, the brash and bold, the curious and quirky.
Call them home to the Father, adopt them into your heart and learn the beauty and
intensity of family.

Learning: Do people love to listen to you share things you are passionate about? Do you
invite interest and inquiry around you? Can you guide a great conversation where people
feel valued as they air out their angsty questions and bold opinions? Perhaps you could
invite old and new friends into a journey of discovery as together, you continue your life
long learning.

What fun to explore in humility the wonders of our world and how we understand
ourselves in light of who God is. How interesting to hear the perspective of others and
gain insights into things we would never arrive at in the pride of own little minds, funny
how our brains fit just right inside our finite little heads. We are so ready for the
facilitators of friendly banter to host a directed dialogue in interesting venues that make
you feel like chatting about meaningful things.

Interest: What do you love to do? What are you pretty good at that you want to share
with some interested folks? Common interest is how we make the best friends, we like
the same things, do the same things, hang with the same people. Got the grace and the
space in your life to welcome a few others into your joy? Yep, joy...we have these things
we love to do that just make us happy, make us smile, and don’t you think for a moment
that isn’t being given to you as a gift from the Father and that Jesus isn’t sharing His life,
His abundant life with you right there, right then. The pleasure of the Father, Son and
Spirit is to share their delight in the things we love, we were created for the dignity of
such generosity. Find your joy increased by the enjoyment of others sharing it with you.



Men: Who has learned some life lessons, been around the masculine block a bit and
wants to be a friend and a voice of sanity to the brave and broken world of men? We are
all frail, vulnerable dummies that need the support of a band of loyal brothers and a few
good fathers to keep us from going under. Where’s the safe place to fall apart? Who is
that trust worthy? Where’s the challenge and accountability to live up to our dignity?
How do we act honorably toward women, children, our friends and enemies? Man oh
man, let’s get together!

Women: You know who you are, the daughter delighted in and free in your feminine
fabulousness, ready to share grace and gifts with...other women? So, where’s the
girlfriend gathering that is simply fun and fresh with love of life and laughter? Where’s
the wear my heart on my sleeve safe place to let it all go? Any mothers, loyal sisters,
friends who want to try again? Risky to be sure, but loneliness is a brutal companion that
leaves you loveless and isolated. Make it fun, make it safe, peer to peer, upward
downward, fill up the constellation of healthy female relationships with the light of your
beautiful smile.

Youth: Do you love them, want to get to know them, just gotta tell them they are great?
Got the time, the patience, and the tolerance for the funky unfolding from immature
insecurity to being grounded in love and confidence?

Are you for me or against me..the world is ag
mother, the strong voice of a father, the cheer of a coach, the guidance of a mentor, the

loyalty of a brother, the sensitivity of a sister, a refuge for my troubled soul, a place to be

known.

Whether it’s a weekly gathering at a building, a party at a home, an outing to an event, a
road trip or service project, let’s be the fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters that extend
the table of the Father’s abundant love for those He’s called His children. Welcome home,
you are loved, you belong, you are a star, now shine.

Couples: How do we keep saying “I do...I will...I take you to be my...to love and to
cherish...’til death pulls us apart?” Is there love for a lifetime? Anyone out there that’s
rode out the storm a few times and more than survived it? Mentors and friends, lets find
some time to hang out our laundry and still walk home clean hearted and clear minded.
Let’s revive the double date night with friends, the Q & A couch coaching from elegant
elders, the premarital and post marital counsel in kitchens and cafés, the intervention and
intercession in crisis. Let’s take another chance at romance and enjoy exploring the
mysterious landscape between a man and a woman.



Families: How did we ever think we were up for all this? Wow, parenting is a challenge
at every step of the developmental way...could make you develop a mental way that is
less than happy, more than stressful, and create some bad chemistry, a meltdown waiting
to happen. Help! Ok, that was a bit dramatic, but we’ve all been there, right on the edge,
over the edge at times. So, let’s get it together, figure it out, talk it through, share the
burden and the joy, tell the crazy stories and laugh our way through the pressure and
responsibility of growing up a good ol’ functional family.

Worship: Is this an activity or a lifestyle? Well, it’s both. Our lives are to be caught up in
the joy of living in communion with Christ Jesus in the pleasure of the Father, all in the
inspiration of the Spirit. That’s worship. But at times, it is expressed through our familiar
favorite ways to directly receive and give back the love of God. Rock n Roll friends, get
out the good stuff of your heart and find a way to let it show and tell. Sometimes at a
Sunday Gathering, other times at a jam session with friends, or perhaps someone is
waiting for you create that other space to do that other thing that steps outside of our
familiar ways to worship. Free fun for everyone, here we come.

Mission: Who are they, the ones you can’t leave alone, the ones you whisper secret
prayers for when you exhale? Who occupies your thoughts when you joyfully imagine
your best self intersecting with the needs of the world? Where are they, what is their
context, how are you going to get to them to show them all the love that’s in your heart?
This is the motive of mission, Jesus set the model here, so His preoccupation with us
becomes our preoccupation with others. Who is Jesus sharing His love for with you?

Prayer: Jesus the Great High Priest, the Mediator, the Advocate, the Grand Intercessor,
the Divine Unity between the Father and Man, the One in Whom Creation and the Trinity
and Humanity are connected and filled with meaning, has shared His fullness with us and
invites us to participate in His divine nature through a simple conversation we call prayer.
Where and when do we want to join our hearts and let Jesus share His life with us, give
us His provision from the privileged position of a Son, send us peace as the One who has
all authority in heaven and earth, heal us from inside our darkness as the Son of Man? All
this is given to us freely from the Father by the Spirit. Let’s pray on all occasions in all
places at all times...together.



